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as great as the ardour and enthusiasm with which he applied
himself to its first writing.

Above all, I do not forget that if there are those who were kind
enough to consider that I had some qualifications for undertaking
this work, I owe them, before all, to Henri Pirennc himself, to
his teaching and his example. I have felt that I was performing a
pious duty in enabling the thought of the master to bring us, even
from beyond the tomb, the benefit of his profound learning, his
synthetic vision and his incomparable talent.
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